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toward life, and ways of leading it, to see the distinctive humanities and worldviews hidden behind the artworks.
Those, rather than the artworks per se, are the data desired by folklorists. Besides. thick descriptions of
vernacular artists’ life histories and their contemporary societies enable promising researches as well.

Key words: vernacular art; folk art; folk art; conversion

A Study of the Temporality and Spatiality in the Construction of Cultural Ecology Reserves LI Xiaosong

The construction of cultural ecology reserves is a significant cultural project which is based on the overall
characteristics of intangible cultural heritage, drawing on the western theories of cultural ecology while adapting
to the specific conditions of China. A comprehensive discussion of the temporality and spatiality of cultural
ecology reserves is not only related to academic principles, but also is an important practical issue. From the
perspective of temporality, it should respect the regional context of historical and cultural development, get
close to people’s everyday life, and maintain the continuity of tradition in contemporary practices. From the
perspective of spatiality, it should delineate reasonable boundaries on a base of the integrity of cultural space and
the effectiveness of administrative management, and encourage exchanges and mutual learning while maintaining
cultural characteristics. The core of cultural ecology reserving is the people. The cultural ecology reserves realize
the constitution of the multi-relationship between human and nature, human and society, human and history,
and human and itself by building a natural and humanistic space with profound historical and cultural deposits
and distinctive characteristics.

Key words: intangible cultural heritage; cultural ecology; cultural ecology reserves

On the Subjects of Intangible Cultural Heritage and Its Safeguarding Practice HAN Chengyan
Safeguarding intangible cultural heritage is a public culture undertaking world-widely practiced by multi-
agencies of all societies, and it requires all agencies to play their respective roles, take their respective
advantages and assume their respective responsibilities. If an active identity can be empowered to each agency
through some theoretical efforts, it will be constructive to the safeguarding undertaking. One of our useful
endeavors is to treat each agency as an identity of subject. This paper defines the subjects of intangible cultural
heritage as well as the subjects of the safeguarding practice of intangible cultural heritage in order to configure a
framework of collaboration of all agencies in the public culture undertakings.
Key words: subject of intangible cultural heritage; subject of intangible cultural heritage safeguarding; folk

culture;public culture undertakings

The Correlation between Civilian Banquet and the Order of Rural Society in the Han Dynasties XUE Xiaolin

In ancient China, civilian banquet had important political, social and cultural functions, and played a
significant role in constructing state power and maintaining social order. There were three types of banquet in the
Han dynasties, namely political banquet, religious banquet, and daily banquet. The civilian banquet could help
to construct the rank order of rural society, satisfy husbandman’s spiritual belief and harmonize the relationship
in the rural society and the patriarchal clan. In a word, the banquet is a special window to the study of rural
society’s features in the Han dynasties.

Key words: banquet; rural society; interpersonal relationship; social order



