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A Study of the Localization Mode of Taoism in the Region South of the
Yangtze River

Centered on the Spreading of Jingming Sect of

Taoism in Fengcheng of Jiangxi

JIAO Yu-gin
('School of Chinese Minority Languages and Literatures Minzu University of China Beijing 100081)

Abstract The vitality of Taoism lies in its integration into and adaptation to different times different
regions and different customs in social life so as to become rich in connotation and broad in space. On the
soil of Hushan Temple of Fengcheng belief in Xu Xun of Jingming Sect encountered the worship of Taiyegong
( the emperor of heaven) . Through combination with local blood group it was deeply integrated with the local
belief which not only implanted Jingming Sect deeply into the society but also incorporated local belief into
its own belief system and as a result expanded Xu Xun’ s ritual circle. On the other hand the folk worship
of Taiyegong at Hushan Temple gained the sense of belonging and religious identification at a higher level by
means of this “climbing” relationship. The localization of Taoism in the region south of the Yangtze River
provides a starting point for the understanding of Taoism and Chinese social relations and it is also the main
reason for Chinese religion to have characteristics such as dispersivity ~grass—oots and impurity.
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44



