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How Many Protestants are There in China: An Estimate Based on China Family Panel Studies 165
Lu Yunfeng, Wu Yue, & Zhang Chunni

Abstract: Based on the data from China Family Panel Studies (CFPS 2012, 2014, 2016), this article gives an esti-
mate of the total number of Protestants in China. We categorize two types of Protestants: open Protestants and
hidden Protestants. The former refers to those who are willing to identify themselves as Protestants in the sur-
vey, and the latter refers to those who are not so willing but whom we can judge to be Protestants by their reli-
gious practices and the way they talk about their faith. The result indicates that there are 28.29 million open Prot-
estants and 11.67 million hidden Protestants in China. So the total number is around 39.97 million in 2016. We al-
so categorize another two types: nominal Protestants and committed Protestants. The former refers to those who
identify themselves as Protestants or confess to faith in God in any of the three CFPS, and the latter refers to
those who go to church more than two or three times a month. The result indicates that 2.89 % (equivalent to

39.69 million) are nominal Protestants and 1.54 % (equivalent to 21.15 million) are committed Protestants.

Keywords: Protestant scale, hidden Protestants, nominal Protestants, CFPS

Ageing in Rural China: Migration and Care Circulation 179
Liu Jieyue

Abstract: This article applies the concept of care circulation to the processes involved in the care of old people in
rural China, an area which has hitherto been predominantly located in a quantitatively based intergenerational
transfer framework. Drawing upon a qualitative study of rural families in the context of rural to urban migra-
tion, this article examines the multidirectional and asymmetrical exchanges of caregiving and care-receiving and
seeks to provide a more nuanced understanding of the impact of migration upon ageing and familial care in ru-
ral China. This article draws attention to the mediating factors that impact upon the ways in which adult chil-
dren care for the older generation, such as the employment status of migrating adult children, the temporal di-
mension of migration and family life cycle of migrating children as well as family relations between the older
generation and adult child generation are critical factors. Finally, this article calls for a more differentiated ap-
proach among generations of women and between regions, revealing the ways in which local migration history
interacts with intergenerational dynamics to determine the cohort of women that endure the greatest burden of

care.

Keywords: rural ageing, care circulation, migration, intergenerational relations, gender
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