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Buddhist Deities vs. Confucian Discourse: Buddhist Writing in Medieval
Wuxingzhi Treatises on the Five Elements

YOU Zi-yong

Abstract. There are some Buddhist records in the official history of the Medieval Ages. Besides Weishu
Shilao Zh{ { . ))  the Buddhist records in Wuxingzh{ { ) are relatively concentrated.
This paper takes two examples to analyze how Wuxingzhi record the Buddhist supernatural power. In general
when the Buddhist historiography was first established many narrative strategies and ideas from traditional
historiography were employed which were hardly separable from each other. Some of the stories concerning
supernatural deities were first created by scholars and then absorbed by the official history after being
recorded by the monks. Other supernatural stories were also found in traditional historiography. No matter
which way before being recorded by the official history these stories were ultimately reformed to conform to
the concept of Confucian politics. Buddhist supernatural stories and the official history also share a common

faith in the Realm of Dreams( ) so the former can be recorded in the latter.

Key words: Buddhist deities; Confucian discourse; Wuxingzhi; Buddhist writing
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