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On Chinese “Classical Chan” and Vimalakirtinirdesa Sutra

(Department of Philosophy SunYat-sen University Guangzhou 510275 China)

Abstract: In accordance with the influence of the Vimalakirtinirdesa Sutra on the classical Chan thought after

China’ s mid —8th century this paper aims to discuss the paradigm shift of early Chan to classical Chan in the

history of Chan thought

and its changes to the classical application mode.

In addition

the use of

Vimalakirtinirdes a Sutra on Encounter Dialogue and lamp history in classical Chan helps to clarify the

complex relationship between Chan and Vimalakirtinirdesa Sutra during this period.

Key words: Classical Chan; Encounter Dialogue; lamp history of Chan; Vimalakirtinirdesa Sutra;Vimalakirti
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