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Miner Searle Bates’ Viewpoints on Chinese

Christianity during the Sino-Japanese War

Xu Bingsan

(Institute of Chinese Modern History, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079)

Abstract ; Miner Searle Bates, the president of the Nanjing International Security Zone

and a professor of Nanking University, discussed the Church-State relationship in China

during the Sino-Japanese War. Bates pointed out the fact that a lot of Christians left

enemy-occupied areas to free areas, which unbalanced the distribution of Chinese

Christians greatly. Church members should try their best to stick to their posts. During

the wartime, social services and church development are equally important and mutually

reinforcing . both of which should be enhanced. Missionaries in the enemy-occupied areas

should avoid conflicts with Japanese and Puppet authorities for the sake of Christian

Church safty, but they still need to uphold justice and keep the bottom line. A small

number of Japanese Christians came to China with sincerity, but most of them took the

same position with Japanese army due to political pressure and nationalism. Although

Bates kept condemning the Japanese atrocities, he insisted on friendly exchanges with

Japanese Christians and tried to make them awakened. Bates’ wartime writing provides

plenty of historical materials to historians, and some of his assertions could be valuable

academic growth points in the research of Christianity during the Sino-Japanese War.

Key words ;: Miner Searle Bates; Sino-Japanese war; Christianity; Church-State relation-

ship
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