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Main Abstracts 159

Mount Tai and Nationalism: A Sacred Site Symbolizing the Nation DOTT. Brian R. . translated by LIU Xiao

This article explores the interstices between sacred space, society, geography and nationalism during the
20th century. Mount Tai is one of China’s most renowned sacred sites. It was the goal of a popular pilgrimage
during the late imperial era. The mountain is an excellent subject for an examination of the artificial lines, but
very real links between secular and sacred. By the Republican era, while a few elite saw the mountain as a cul-
tural symbol for all of China, the majority of visitors were still drawn to it as a regional pilgrimage center, dur-
ing the Republican period many intellectuals consciously sought to construct what they saw as a modern identity
for China and Mount Tai was chosen as a national symbol.

Key words: China; Republican period; nationalism; symbolism; Mount Tai

A Preliminary Study on the Evolution of Zhizha in Chinese Religious Culture ZHANG Xiaoyan

This paper is based on the records of Zhizha in Chinese ancient literature, conducting a preliminary combing
of it in the evolution of Chinese religious culture, discussing and summarizing the three basic aspects of the evo-
lution of Chinese religious culture: the development of Zhizha’s forms and the evolution of its function, the cov-
erage of it from the “ghost festival” to the temporal coverage, and the shrinking and expending of its symbol cul-
ture positioning and function.

Key words: Zhizha; a symbol cultural positioning; religious functions

Renewing Tradition: Popular Cult Institutions in the Modern Economic Transformation: A Case Study from the
South Arm of Hangzhou Bay JIANG Hongda
From the late 19th century. the development of modern cotton textile industry in Japan and China stimulated
the demand for raw cotton in East Asian market. The expanding market accelerated the rapid reclamation of
marsh land in the south Hangzhou Bay area, and further promoted the vigorous growth of local corporate linea-
ges and temple associations. These popular cult institutions, in the meantime, witnessed a noticeable transfor-
mation in the land holding patterns. As special mangers sprouted up from within, ownership and management of
these institutions came into separation. Since this structural change interlocked with the New Policy reform and
local self~government movement during the late Qing and early Republic period, these newly emerging corpora-
tions laid the basis for socio-political fluctuations of the time. It suggests that popular cult institutions in modern
China should not be viewed merely as historical remains, but rather the renewing of tradition. They served as
the main body of modern socio-economic change.
Key words: modern economic transformation; popular cult institutions; main body of socioc-economic change;

south Hangzhou Bay area

The Mobility of Private Deity Worship and Public Deity Worship: The Case Study of Female Spirit Medium and Fe-
male Deities Worship in Northern Hebei Province ZHANG Chao

Based on the ownership of the deities, people’s religious life in Northern Hebei Province can be classified in-
to two types: private deity worship and public deity worship. From the perspective of dynamic analysis in reli-
gion study, through the historical documents and the fieldwork of indulging in spirit medium’s religious experi-
ence and describing the cases of people’s counseling, this article describes the mobility of private deity worship
and public deity worship. It shows the interaction between private deities, spirit medium, ordinary believers and
public deities. The mobility of the two kinds of worship can not only bridge private experience and public culture
but also shows the new path to religious experience study.

Key words: spirit medium; female deities; private deity worship; public deity worship



