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Between Skeptics and Deists
—Laplace’s Views on Religion
WANG You-jun
(Department of Philosophy, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 200234, China)

Abstract: As a representative figure of science in the 18th and 19th centuries in Europe,
Laplace’s views on religion were typical of some natural scientists during the Enlightenment. The
Enlightenment was a period of extreme optimism about human’s reason. Intellectuals especially
believed that, with the development of science and the advancement of human’s reason, all non-
science would inevitably give way to science, and, all mysterious powers, including religious
beliefs, would experience a process of demystification. At this time, religious skepticism and
scientism were very popular. As Laplace grew up in the atmosphere of the Enlightenment, he
upheld the features of Enlightenment. There were more questions and criticisms to Christian
religion in his writings. However, Laplace neither was an atheist who totally denied God’ s
existence, nor a religious believer. His views on religion had always been wavering between
skepticism and deism.
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