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Religion, Legislation and Freedom:
Rousseau’s Question and the Beginning of Hegel’s Thoughts

LUO Jiu

(College of Liberal Arts, Nanchang University, Nanchang. Jiangxi 330031, China)

Abstract: Rousseau’s thought played an extremely important role in the formation of Hegel’
s problem consciousness and basic direction. Rousseau’s critique of modern civilization reveals the
alienation of the enlightenment itself. The enlightenment not only failed to realize rationality and
freedom, but also led to more inequality and involuntarity, which impaired human nature. But he
also realized that the key to the return of the natural state lies in how to restore freedom and
kindness in human nature in the re-understanding and re-establishment of modern society. In He-
gel’s philosophical and theological writings of his early age, he fully absorbed Rousseau’s discus-
sion of religion and legislation, and proposed his own concept of “national religion” and “subjec
tive religion” based on Rousseau’s “citizen religion” in hope of transforming traditional Christian-
ity, so that nature and norms, freedom and authority will eventually be united in this new reli-
gion, and human freedom will be realized in a more fundamental and holistic sense. This source
provides a reliable reference for us to understand the development of Hegel’s thoughts and the
philosophical system in his mature period.
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